

NORTHBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

  MINUTES
  
  MEETING HELD ON:
 Thursday 8th February 2024 - 7.00 pm at The Parish Hall,  Northbourne 

 www. northbourneparishcouncil.co.uk
 Find us on Facebook: NORTHBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE BOARD


1.        PRESENT AND APOLOGIES

In Attendance: 
NPC Cllrs Dan Edelman, Eileen Rowbotham, Mark Pays, Jacquie Brett and Heidi Kemp.
KCC & DDC Cllr Steve Manion, DDC Cllr Nick Kenton
Parish Clerk – Cathy Skinner
No members of the public
Apologies:
NPC Cllrs Michaela Hubble and Bob Brewin

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
a) Declaration of any councillor’s interest in agenda items other than those registered at previous meetings. b) Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant Interests and Voluntary Announcements of Other Interests (other than those previously disclosed), and a reminder to think of any changes to the DPI Register held at DDC, such as a change of job or home. c) Voluntary Declaration of other non-significant interest.

None to record.	
 
3.           PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION TIME 

None present.

4.	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  24th JANUARY 2024

	The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record, proposed Cllr Kemp, seconded Cllr Pays ALL AGREED.

5.        REPORTS
a. District and County Councillors
Cllr Nick Kenton spoke about DDC’s Local Plan following recent sessions with the inspectorate. A few minor amendments were identified in that process which means that the full report should be available in the coming weeks. It has been noted that some developments may have got through which would not have been successful once the plan was in place.

Green waste charging has been highlighted as a possible issue bringing cost implications.

Port Health budget issues impact DDC, DEFRA are working on funding options but there is a risk that DDC will have to continue to provide finds for this service.



Cllr Pays asked a question about Almonry Meadow arising from previous correspondence about green space listing, Cllr Kenton had not clear reply as to why there has been no follow up so it would appear that the submission was not discussed at DDC.

Cllr Steve Manion updated the meeting in respect of KCC’s budget which is due to be set in about ten days’ time. Savings have been made to enable a balance to be achieved for the County.

Waste and Mineral planning enforcement remains an ongoing issue, KCC can only issue fines in the region of £3K which is low considering the nature of some violations. This is compared the HMRC who are able to make considerably more effective fines for breaches.

b. Chair
Cllr Edelman thanked the Parish Hall Committee for making improvements to the website, the online booking facility being a great benefit.
c. Vice-Chair
Cllr Rowbotham reported that she had received a complaint from a parishioner regarding an alarm at Almond House, upon investigate the problem was located at the club in Circular Road and quickly resolved. KALC are promoting several training events currently, these are not free to attend so the budget may need to include further provision.

6.        FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a.  To receive the finance report
The balance at the bank is £5971.63.
b.  To approve payments
 23 January 2024 – Northbourne Parish Hall Hire £24.00
 Approvals proposed by Cllr Edelman, seconded Cllr Rowbotham ALL AGREED
c.  Update on obtaining a .gov domain for this council, decision on supplier and    expenditure. Cllr Pays has considered the options open to the council and believes that some more research is needed in respect of the domain – forward to next ordinary meeting.
d. Standing Orders – under review  currently, a draft has been circulated to members for comments.

7.       TO AGREE A COMMITTEE FORMATION
Northbourne Neighbourhood Development Plan is progressing, and it has been proposed that a sub-committee be formed to take the plan to the next stage. Current informal membership includes Mr Bob Delaney, Mr Richard Bourne and Mrs Lynn Davis. The group are currently looking at the settlement boundaries and identifying possible windfall sites with the Parish. Once the preparatory stages are completed, a referendum of the parish will be required. An extraordinary meeting will be held to formally agree membership and Terms of Reference of this committee.






Cllr Kenton advised that the confines would consist of:
Northbourne – classed as a larger village.
Finglesham and Betteshanger are classed as individual hamlets.
Cllr Kenton also added that where a boundary bisects a garden, for example, this may have been a deliberate action in order to prevent some developments. Cllr Kenton is not hopeful that DDC will be able to off financial assistance and cautioned that the planning team have a very heavy workload as well.

Grants may be available from other sources, but this is likely to be for 2024/2025 funding pots.

It was proposed that a sub committee be formed ‘ Northbourne Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee’ by Cllr Edelman seconded by Cllr Pays, ALL AGREED.

The first meeting will be held before the end of the month.

8.       RECREATION AREAS
Almonry Meadow – Pavilion, next steps for refurbishment and to receive Cllr Brewin’s report on current issues, agree any further action.
Cllr Brewin has previously circulated his report containing details of some faults and required remedial action. All work should be covered under DB Works guarantee, Cllr Brewin will follow up. More work s still needed to bring the building into a useable condition, schedule to be prepared and quotes obtained.

9.       COMMMUNITY
a. To receive suggestions for assets of community value and agree next steps. As part of the NDP there is an interest in a project looking at community assets. It has been considered that the most effective way to manage this will be through a community group. A question also arose about allotments – there may be an opportunity at North Way,  ownership of the land needs to be ascertained.
b. Summer Party for the Parish – suggestions for date, activities and formation of a working group/committee. It was agreed that this must be an inclusive event which brings the whole parish together, support has been shown by parishioners already so it has been suggested that a working group should be formed wo meet as soon as possible in March.

10.       THE MEETING CLOSED at 2010.







Cathy Skinner - Clerk/RFO

clerk@northbourneparishcouncil.co.uk



